Right Hon. Marquess Curzon, K.G.
Lord  Curzon's  attitude  upon the  original Diehard controversy of 1910 does not perhaps fill one of the most shining pages in his biography.    The Lords were threatened, it will be recalled,  with a creation of Peers in numbers adequate to overcome the  majority  as  displayed  in  the   division  lobby. The  proposal   was   a  constitutional   indecency;    it was—and is now known to have been—a bluff.    And at the outset Lord Curzon thundered against it in his most sonorous and elegant manner.    " Let them create ^their peers/' he cried;   " we are not to be driven from our duty by threats."    The gesture was sublime; the courage admirable, and many Tecruits flocked   to   the   standard   thus   manfully   unfurled. But when the battle was deployed, and search was made for the leader in shining armour:
The Earl of Chatham, with his sword drawn, Stood Waiting for Sir Richard Strachan. Sir Richard, longing to be at 'em, Stood waiting for the Earl of Chatham.
.And thereafter Lord Curzon, who had quite evidently been acting in the interim upon the Lyttelton formula, became the leader of the party of surrender. Speeches, letters to The Times, articles followed like snowflakes in numbing succession. The result (if results in such a context alone count) justified Curzon's view. I think his common sense, and his intuitive grasp of political valuation, must always have repelled the taste of Cato :—
Victrioc causa dels placuit sed vieta CatonL
It is, on the other hand, hardly possible to speak with too much praise of Lord Curzon's work during the war. It was unceasing, devoted, and courageous ;
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